
Dear Parents,  
We will begin our next unit of study in math soon. The information below will serve as an overview of 
the unit as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I appreciate your on-going support. 
Sincerely, 
Your Child’s Teacher 
 

Wake County Public Schools, Unit Overview for Parents 
This document should not replace on-going communication between teachers & parents. 
 

Unit Name:  
Nonstandard Measurement 

Common Core State Standards: 
1.MD.1 Order three objects by length; compare the lengths of two objects indirectly by using a third 

object. 

1.MD.2 Express the length of an object as a whole number of length units, by laying multiple copies of a  

shorter object (the length unit) end to end; understand that the length measurement of an object is the 

number of same-size length units that span it with no gaps or overlaps. Limit to contexts where the object 

being measured is spanned by a whole number of length units with no gaps or overlaps. 

Essential Vocabulary: 
 Compare 

 First 

 Gap 

 Height 

 Length 

 Less 

 Longer Than 

 Measure 

 More 

 Order 

 Overlap 

 Second 

 Shorter Than 

 Third 
 

Unit Overview: 
Students develop an understanding of the meaning and processes of measurement, including underlying 

concepts such as iterating (the mental activity of building up the length of an object with equal-sized 

units) and the transitivity principle (using a third object for comparing two objects) for indirect 

measurement. 

Strategies/Skills: 
In this unit, First Grade Students will: 

 Use direct comparison to compare lengths. 

 Use a third object to indirectly compare lengths between two objects.   

 Compare and order a set of objects by length, utilizing their knowledge of sequencing.  

 Focus on an attribute being measured, and select an appropriate nonstandard tool to measure that 

object.   

Video Support: 
Video support can be found on Khan Academy 

 https://www.khanacademy.org 

o Measuring a Golden Statue 

Video support can be found on Watch Know Learn 

 http://www.watchknowlearn.org/ 

o Non Standard Measurement   

Additional Resources: 
If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources 

listed in this document. 

 NCDPI Unpacking Document: 1
st
 Grade Unpacking Document 

 http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/how_tall/how_tall.html  

 http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-

bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/kids/mw/help/eh_popup_k.thtml&grade=K&title=Compare,+Orde

https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-math-measure-data-topic/cc-early-math-measurement/v/basic-measurement
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=2396&CategoryID=2332
http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/file/view/Unpacking%201%20July%202013.pdf/454053266/Unpacking%201%20July%202013.pdf
http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/how_tall/how_tall.html
http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/kids/mw/help/eh_popup_k.thtml&grade=K&title=Compare,+Order,+and+Measure+Length&tm=tmfa0113e
http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/kids/mw/help/eh_popup_k.thtml&grade=K&title=Compare,+Order,+and+Measure+Length&tm=tmfa0113e
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 http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/length_strength3/  
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